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#----------------------------------
The Prime2, Private Forest 2019, Coillte LUT by Forest, Coillte Species, Ancient and Long-established Woodland Inventory 2010 and the National Survey of Native Woodlands in Ireland datasets were used for the development of the HNV forest likelihood maps. A system for assigning the likelihood (high, low and very low) of a forest area being HNV was developed separately for each dataset depending on the attributes present. 
Areas considered to have a high likelihood of being HNV were defined based on a threshold value above 0.59 and these areas are presented in this shapefile.
For a more detailed description of the methodology, see Ruas et al. (2024), including the supplementary data.
#----------------------------------
Datasets used to generate this map (available for the Republic of Ireland):
1. Prime 2 (Tailte Eireann)
2. Private Forest Database 2019 (DAFM)
3. Coillte Land Use Type (LUT) by Forest (Coillte)
4. Coillte Dominant Species by Forest Parcel (Coillte)
5. Ancient and Long-established Woodland Inventory 2010. (NPWS) (Link to Download)
6. National Survey of Native Woodlands (NPWS) (Link to Download)
#----------------------------------
Attributes included in Shapefile: "HNV_forestMap_HighProbability":
1.	 ProbHNV - probability value of the polygon classified as HNV forest.  The combination of each attribute available in the different datasets was used to determine the probability values. 
2. 	Area - area of mapped polygon (in hectares)
3. 	Data Sources (A, B and C where applicable) - datasets used to obtain the values in the attribute/column "ProbHNV" (as shown below):
#----------------------------------
Summary of Data Sources and the variables contributing to the value (see Ruas et al., 2024)
"ProbHNV" = 0.589 data sources and variables: 
                    A. Coillte_LUT_by_Forest (Broadleaf; no info on species and year) 
                    B. Prime2(Broadleaf; no info on species and year)    
"ProbHNV" = 0.592 data sources and variables: 
 		    A. National Survey of Native Woodlands (Broadleaf; native)
"ProbHNV" = 0.820 data sources and variables: 
		    A. Private Forests 2019  (PNGA, Broadleaf, native) 
"ProbHNV" = 0.826 data sources and variables:
	 	    A. Private Forests 2019 (Broadleaf; PNGA) 
"ProbHNV" = 0.895 data sources and variables:
A. Coillte Species and Coillte LUT by Forest (UNION) (Broadleaf; more than 30 years; native)
B. ALEW09_Woodland_Inventory_ITM (Broadleaf; more than 30 years; native)
 C. Private Forest 2019 (Broadleaf; more than 30year; native)
